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carnival, Mozart accepted, went to Munich, and composed
rapidly, as was his usual way, the piece which the Elector had
commanded. The libretto was written by one of the Salzburg
priests, the Abbate Varesco. Idomeneo came out in all the
splendour of the Munich theatre, with the best voices in
Europe, and the magnificent combined orchestra of Munich
and Mannheim (under the conductor Stamitz, " unhesitatingly
accepted"1 as the finest of the time) on January 29, 1781.
Although not entirely original in conception, for it was much
influenced by the classical models of Gluck's operas, it is
considered by its brilliant airs and recitative to have constituted
a revolution in the history of opera. In March 1781 the Arch-
bishop of Salzburg, who was a great Austrian nobleman, went
with all his Court to Vienna, and commanded Mozart to go
there too. Mozart obeyed, and found that though the Viennese
nobility were glad to hear his music the Archbishop, while
giving him a good room in the house to live in, left him to dine
with the footmen and valets. After about six weeks Mozart
decided to give up service with the Archbishop and to become
an independent musician, teaching, playing (violin or piano-
forte), and composing in Vienna (May 1781). The break came
after the Archbishop, in a fit of jealousy at Mozart's popularity
with the Viennese aristocracy, had ordered him to cancel all
his musical engagements and to return to Salzburg. Mozart
went to protest, and was greeted with a torrent of abuse; the
temper of the much-tried musician gave way, and in a white
heat of indignation he resigned his post on the spot, " In that
memorable interview the ancien regime of music signed its
death-warrant." *
In the wonderful social and artistic life of the great Habs-
burg capital Mozart * found' himself. The Court and the
great noble families—the Esterhdzy, Palfiy, Harrach, Kaunitz,
Waldstein, Thun, and the rest—took the liveliest interest in
music, so that Mozart's series of subscription concerts went
off with the greatest success. The majestic Gluck retired to
1 W. H, Hadow, op. dt., vol. v, p. 8,
1 Ibid) vol. v, p. 15.

